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SUBJECT: EGYPTIAN PRESS ON LEBANESE CRISIS 

REE: A. CAIRO 6293 B. CAIRO 6230 

1. EDITORIALS IN ALL THREE ARABIC LANGUAGE DAILIES JUNE 29 DECRY 
LATEST OUTBREAK OF HOSTILITIES IN LEBANON, CALLING IT MOST 
SERIOUS EPISODE TO DATE. THEY EXPRESS UNANIMOUS OPINION THAT 
"INVISIBLE ALIEN FORCE" REPEATEDLY APPEARS AT THE LAST MOMENT 
"TO ADD FUEL TO DYING FIRE". LEBANON HAS BECOME "THERMOMETER 
AND TESTING GROUND IN WHICH ALL EORCES HOSTILE TO ARAB RIGHTS 
TEST THEIR CAPABILITY OF MOUNTING A WIDE SCALE OFFENSIVE". ONLY 
AHRAM IDENTIFIES THE ALIEN FORCE: "THE ENEMY, WHILE SUFFERING 
SERIOUS INTERNAL DIFFERENCES OVER THE NEXT STEP, IS SPARING NO 
EFFORT TO CREATE DIFFERENCES IN THE ARAB ARENA, RATHER THAN 
RISKING AN EXPLOSION INSIDE ISRAEL". GUMHURIYYA'S EDITOR 
ADDS THAT SERIOUS ARAB CONCERN IS EVIDENCED BY MEDIATION 
EFFORTS OF PRESIDENT SADAT AND OF SYRIA. 
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2. COMMENT: FOR REASONS UNKNOWN, THESE EDITORIALS COMPLETELY 
AVOID GOE THEME OF PREVIOUS WEEK THAT QADHAAFI'S MONEY IS 
BEHIND LEBANESE TROUBLES (REF A). IN FACT, ONLY ONE DAY EARLIER 
(JUNE 28), AKHBAR AL-YAWM CARRIES "EYEWITNESS REPORT" THAT 
LIBYANS IN BEIRUT HAVE TORTURED AND KILLED PHALANGISTS AND 
PALESTINIANS AND HAVE THROWN BODIES INTO THE STREET TO 
INCITE FURTHER FIGHTING. ARTICLE ADDS THAT IT IS NOW COMMON 
KNOWLEDGE IN LEBANON THAT "QADHAAFI HAS SPENT 42 MILLION DINARS... 
IN LINE WITH THE ZIONIST PLOT AGAINST LEBANON." 

3. WE NOTE WITH INTEREST THAT, ASIDE FROM SADAT, ONLY SYRIA 
(ASAD IS NOT MENTIONED) IS SINGLED OUT FOR PRAISE FOR ITS 
MEDIATION EFFORTS, WHERAS LAST WEEK ONLY SAUDI ARABIA SHARED 
THE PODIUM OF PRIASE WITH SADAT (REF B). IT IS UNCLEAR WHETHER 
THIS METING OUT OF RECOGNITION IN THE PRESS IS GOE DIRECTED 

OR IS MERELY MEASURE OF EDITORIAL LICENSE. 
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